Dear Parents of Current 8th Graders,
After considering your feedback concerning the time for the celebration of Confirmation, Fr. Tom and I have decided to keep Confirmation in the fall of a student’s 9th grade year.  In addition, after also considering your feedback regarding the process of Confirmation Preparation, we believe we can make the process of preparation more convenient and even more effective for the growth and development of your child and your entire household of faith. 
There will be many options to choose from and our hope is that each gathering or event will be dynamic and engaging for the 8th graders, yourselves and their sponsors.

Here is the layout of the Confirmation Preparation Program:

Starting with the New Year in 2013, we will gather once every other month for 1.5 hours. Also, you will have the option of participating during a weekday evening or weekend afternoon. There will be a total of 3 main gatherings from January to May. Please RSVP for each gathering to roconnor@christourlight.net by the suggested date below, so we can be properly prepared for the day that works better for you and your family. Parents & sponsors are strongly encouraged to participate in all the gatherings and events.
3 Main Gathering Options (choose one for each month):

Thursday, January 10th
6:30pm – 8pm 
Cafeteria 
Please RSVP by Jan. 1st 
or

Saturday, January 12th 12:30pm – 2pm Cafeteria


Sunday, February 3rd 12:30pm – 2pm 
Cafeteria
Please RSVP by Jan. 25th 




or


Tuesday, February 5th 6:30pm – 8pm 
Cafeteria

Thursday, May 16th 6:30pm – 8pm 
Cafeteria
Please RSVP by May 6th 




or


Sunday, May 19th 12:30pm – 2pm 
Cafeteria

Wednesday Night Scriptural Series Options (choose one out of three):
February 6th or Feb. 2oth
7:00pm – 8:30pm All Purpose Room
Please email Ryan at least 10 days prior to the Thursday you plan on attending.
or

Take-Home Lenten Scriptural Study

Available online at http://christourlight.net/faith-formation/sacrament-formation
starting Ash Wednesday (Feb. 13)
Lenten Retreat Options (choose one out of three):

Saturday, March 2nd – Parish Retreat  9am   2:30pm Church & School

Friday, March 15th – Prayer Around the Cross  7pm – 8:30pm Church 

Sunday, March 24th – Diocesan Youth Congress 1pm-7pm St. Simon Stock, Berlin
Service Components
Individual – Feb. 2nd or 3rd Masses – Stewardship of Ministry - Sign up for one item on the Stewardship Sheet and complete
Family – Sunday, April 14th – Stewardship of Earth – Community Garden 

After 11am Mass come by for an hour or two to help 12:30pm – 5pm back of RCS field

Parish – Mitzvah Day October 2013 post – Confirmation commitment to participate

Summer Youth Program: June – August 2013 
After the calendar is posted for June – August of various youth events, activities and gatherings, please choose one to attend and participate in over the summer.
Candidate & Sponsor Retreat / Rehearsal: September or October 2013
This will take place the Saturday before Confirmation. The group will be split into two times. Each retreat / rehearsal will take a total of about 2 hours. The specific times and date of this Saturday will be announced as soon as the Diocese informs us of the Confirmation Date.

Sacrament of Confirmation

The date and time will be communicated as soon as we hear back from the Diocese.

During our first gathering in January, we will review the layout and options of the program in more depth. Please mark your calendars with the dates above that work best for you. Once again, we thank you for your time and honest feedback in this process of revising Confirmation Preparation. We look forward to sharing this invaluable process with you, your child and your family. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Ryan at roconnor@christourlight.net or 856.667.2440 ext. 345.
Gratefully,

Ryan O’Connor







Pastoral Associate for Youth Faith Formation




